
MEDIA

Kelly Matera of
Lake Grove, super-
visor in transporta-
tion at Newsday
Media Group in
Melville, has been
promoted to
manager, trans-

portation.

Adam Wein-
stein of Setauket
has joined Charter
Communications
Inc. in Stamford,
Connecticut, as
senior vice presi-
dent of program-

ming acquisition. He had a
similar position at Cablevision
Systems Corp. in Bethpage.

ARCHITECTURE

H2M architects + engineers
in Melville has five new hires.

Meg Smiley of
Port Jefferson has
been hired as a
graphic designer.
She held the same
position at Iowa
State University.

Jack Mueger of
Greenlawn has
been hired as a
staff engineer. He
was an intern at
E-J Electric Instal-
lation Co. in Long

Island City.

Jessica Cacciop-
poli of Hicksville,
formerly an intern
for the firm, has
been hired as a
staff engineer.

Anders Brunelle
of Brentwood has
been hired as a
construction
inspector. He was
an engineer at
URS Corp. in

Clifton, New Jersey.

Nadia Naim of
Oakland Gardens,
Queens, has been
hired as a staff
architect. She was
a senior designer
for Oyster Bay
Drafting and

Architecture.

LAW

Richard L. Blatt
of Melville has
been hired as
senior counsel in
commercial real
estate at Abrams
Garfinkel Margolis
Bergson in Man-

hattan. He was in-house real
estate counsel at Sleepy’s in
Hicksville.

Alexi T. Pou-
lianos of Port
Jefferson has been
hired as an asso-
ciate in general
liability at Gold-
berg Segalla in
Garden City. He

was an associate at Simmons
Jannace DeLuca in Hauppauge.

HEALTH CARE

Reyna Machado
of Garden City
has been ap-
pointed assistant
director of the
Adelphi NY
Statewide Breast

Cancer Hotline and Support
Program at Adelphi University
in Garden City. She was market-
ing services manager at Health-
Day, a producer and syndicator
of health news, in Melville.

Diego Chiaran-
dini of Newtown,
Connecticut, has
been hired as
assistant vice
president of
human resources

at Winthrop University Hospi-
tal in Mineola. He was human
resources director for Yale
New Haven Health System/-
Greenwich (Conn.) Hospital.

DEVELOPMENT

Lori LaPonte of
Mount Sinai, a
partner in the
accounting firm
of Jones, Little &
Co. in Port Jeffer-
son Station, has
been appointed

chief financial officer of the
Town of Brookhaven Industrial
Development Agency in Farm-
ingville.

— DIANE DANIELS

LI BUSINESS

The Associated Press

Federal regulators have ac-
cused high-profile hedge fund
manager Leon Cooperman
and his firm of illegally trad-
ing on confidential informa-
tion he learned from a com-
pany executive.

The Securities and Ex-
change Commission an-
nounced the civil insider-trad-
ing charges yesterday against
Cooperman and his firm,
Omega Advisors. The SEC
also alleged that Cooperman
tried to cover up the miscon-
duct. Cooperman, 73, who is
well known in Wall Street cir-
cles and appears frequently on
the CNBC business cable net-
work, is disputing the allega-
tions.

The SEC indicated it was
sending a message that well-
known and wealthy people
aren’t exempt from its efforts
to pursue insider trading.

The allegations against
Cooperman are “entirely base-
less,” his attorneys Ted Wells
andDan Kramer said in a state-
ment. “We intend to vigor-
ously defend against the
charges and will not allow the
SEC to tarnish the legacy Mr.
Cooperman has built over the
course of a legendary career
spanning five decades.”

The SEC said Cooperman
earned about $4 million in ille-
gal profits in July 2010 by buy-
ing securities in Atlas Pipeline
Partners in advance of the sale

of its natural gas processing fa-
cility in Oklahoma, using his
status as one of the company’s
biggest shareholders to get the
information from the senior
executive. After the announce-
ment of the $682 million sale,
Atlas Pipeline shares soared
more than 31 percent.

The executive, who wasn’t
named, had believed that
Cooperman would hold the in-
formation in confidence and
not trade on it — as Cooper-
man had explicitly agreed to

do, according to the SEC.
In its lawsuit filed in federal

court in Philadelphia, the SEC
also said Cooperman tried to
conceal the insider trading.
When Omega Advisors re-
ceived a subpoena from the
SEC about a year and a half
later demanding information
on its trading in Atlas Pipeline
stock, Cooperman contacted
the company executive and
tried to give the executive a
concocted story to tell, the
SEC said.

Omega Advisors hedge fund manager Leon Cooperman made $4
million in illegal profits and lied to cover it up, the SEC alleges.
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KEN SCHACHTERBY
kenneth.schachter@newsday.com

Solar power, which now
supplies less than 1 percent
of energy production, could
meet 100 percent of global en-
ergy demand by 2041, a busi-
ness consultant said this
week at a technology confer-
ence at Globecomm in Haup-
pauge.

Speaking Tuesday at
Globecomm’s Techforum 2016
conference, held at the offices
of the satellite services
provider, technology analyst
Patrick Schwerdtfeger com-
pared the progress of solar

power to that of computing
power used to map the human
genome.

In 1997, the Human Genome
Project had mapped 1 percent
of human genes and skeptics
said it would take decades to
complete, Schwerdtfeger said.
But 100 percent annual in-
creases in computingpower ap-
plied to the project allowed the
genome to be mapped by 2003,
he said.

By contrast, solar power ac-
counts for 0.6 percent of en-
ergy production and is grow-
ing at a rate of about 25 per-
cent a year, with new factories
and technologies driving

down prices, he said.
At that rate of growth, he

said, solar power could meet
global energy needs in 25 years.

Schwerdtfeger also said the
spreadof solar power could cre-
ate problems for the power
grid.

In Hawaii, a leader in solar
energy production, “the grid is
falling apart,” he said, as solar
power producers reduce their
reliance on a centralized elec-
trical system.

Schwerdtfeger is the
founder of business consul-
tancy Trend Mastery Inc.
and host of the Strategic Busi-
ness Insights video blog.

READMORE
See who else

has a new position
newsday.com/onthemove
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with insider trading

ANALYST: SOLAR COULD POWER GLOBE BY ’41
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